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A DECADE OF PUBLIC CHARITY IN INDIANA. 



The Indiana Bulletin of Charities and Corrections for the three months 
ending January 31, 1906 (March, 1906), issued by the Indiana Board of 
State Charities, offers a series of interesting summaries of Poor Relief 
in Indiana for the decade 1895-1905. Outlining the work of the 
State Board, which was organized in 1889, and referring to the vari- 
ous abuses existent prior to that date, an article on "A Decade of 
Outdoor Poor Relief in Indiana " (pp. 71-78) says : — 

"That there was waste of money was shown conclusively by reports 
from county auditors. ... It was learned that for the year ending 
May 31, 1890, relief by the township trustees amounted to $478,739.91 
and the medical relief to $81,492.74, a total of $560,232.65. A por- 
tion of the medical relief was properly chargeable to the county in- 
stitutions. Still, the figures indicated more than half a million dollars 
expended to relieve the poor not in institutions." 

Other blanks had been sent to the trustees, but "only about one- 
third of the whole number of trustees returned the blanks, and of 
these less than one-half were intelligently filled, so that the effort to 
obtain statistics from that source was fruitless." 

Reports from the auditors were received during the next five years, 
and in 1895 the cost of the year's relief by trustees was $630,168.79. 
"In all these years no statistics relating to the use of this great sum 
could be obtained other than the actual amounts paid out in the 
different counties. No method of accounting was in general use to 
show who received the money or why it was given, whether the money 
was being spent dishonestly or merely unwisely." 

An act was passed that year to provide for this necessary informa- 
tion as to the expenditure by trustees : the resulting statistics were a 
revelation. The number reported as receiving relief was equal to one 
in every thirty-one of the State's inhabitants. The proportion in the 
various counties varied from one in thirteen to one in 208. In one 
township it was one in eight! Various acts subsequently passed have 
restricted opportunities for promiscuous expenditure of public moneys 
for poor relief. In 1899 a law limited the amount that a township 
trustee might give to any one family or person, without specific appli- 
cation to the County Commissioners, to $15, and the period of con- 
tinued relief to three months. Many trustees erroneously interpreted 
this to mean that not more than $15 could be given at all in any quar- 
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ter or, in some cases, in a year. As a result of the act and of its mis- 
interpretation, there was a surprising reduction in the amount given. 
"From 1320,667.53 in 1899 it decreased to $209,956.22 in 1900. The 
number of persons reported as sharing in the relief decreased propor- 
tionally,— from 64,468 in 1899 to 43,369 in 1900." With a better real- 
ization of the meaning of the act there came a reaction. This law 
was changed in a codification of 1901 : the three months' limit was. 
removed, and the $15 limit was made to apply only to ordinary relief, 
exclusive of aid for sickness, burial, and school-books. The law is still 
in force, and is working satisfactorily. 

The following summary of the economy effected in the decade is 
worth perpetuating: — 

1895. 1905. 

Cost of relief to each inhabitant of the State $0.29 SO. 10 

Highest per capita cost .68 .29 

Lowest per capita cost . .06 .03 

Number of counties under $0.10 per capita cost 2 49 

Number of counties over $0.30 per capita cost 35 

A chart (p. 79) shows cost of relief from 1891 to 1905. As has been 
stated, relief given in 1895 amounted to $630,168. There is shown 
an almost unbroken decrease to $249,884 in 1905, the minimum being 
in 1899, $209,956. Statistics of the number aided in 1895 and 1896 
are not trustworthy, but in 1897 82,235 people, or 3.2 per cent, of 
the population, were reported aided. In 1905 the number was 45,331, 
or 1.8 per cent. 

Maps are presented (pp. 80-83) showing comparisons between 1895 
and 1905 in the per capita cost of Outdoor Relief, by counties, and 
between 1897 and 1905 in the number aided, in proportion to the 
population, by counties. The latter comparisons are striking: in 
1897 there was one person aided in each 30, in 38 counties, and one 
person in each 30 to 40, in 21 counties. In 1905 but one county gave 
aid to one-thirtieth of its population, and but 14 counties aided one 
in each 30 to 40 of its inhabitants. 

Attention should be called to the pamphlet issued by the Indiana 
Board in October, 1905, "The Development of Public Charities in 
Indiana," summarizing the information given in the exhibit of the 
board at the Louisiana Purchase Exposition at St. Louis. It is one 
of the most encouraging and instructive documents on State Charities 
to be had at the present time. e. h. d. 



